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Bwindi Impenetrable Forest NP 

 

Itinerary 
 
Fri 16 March KLM flight Amsterdam – Entebbe (11 am – 9 pm); 
Sat 17 March Mabamba Swamp and Masaka area; 
Sun  18 March Kaaku Swamp and Lake Mburo NP; 
Mon 19 March Lake Mburo NP, to Kisoro; 
Tue 20 March Mgahinga NP; 
Wed 21 March Kisoro to Ruhija (Bwindi Impenetrable Forest NP); 
Thu 22 March Mubwindi Swamp (Bwindi NP); 
Fri 23 March Drive to Buhoma; 
Sat 24 March Buhoma: Gorilla trekking; 
Sun 25 March Buhoma: main trail; drive to Ishasha plains; 
Mon 26 March Ishasha plains and Queen Elizabeth NP; 
Tue 27 March Queen Elizabeth NP; Imaramagambo forest; 
Wed 28 March Drive to Kibali NP; 



Thu 29 March Kibali NP; 
Fri 30 March Kibali NP to Budongo; 
Sat 31 March Budongo: the Royal Mile; 
Sun 01 April Drive to Murchison Falls NP; 
Mon 02 April Murchison Falls NP; 
Tue 03 April Kaniyo Pabidi and Murchison Falls NP; 
Wed 04 April Drive to Mabira Forest; 
Thu 05 April Mabira Forest; 
Fri 06 April Mabira Forest, Lutembe Swamp, Entebbe Botanical Garden & 

return flight (10 pm – 6 am) to Amsterdam. 
 

Introduction 
After previous trips to e.g. Kenya and Tanzania the purpose of this trip was to see as many bird 
species specific to the Ugandese avifauna as possible, including the Albertine Rift endemics and 
the typical forest species, and to experience the many primates, especially Gorilla and 
Chimpanzee in their still undisturbed habitats. Birding in Uganda means significantly more forest 
birding than in e.g. Kenya, and indeed it is in the forests where most of the local gem has to be 
found. Yet, Uganda also encompasses savanna-like landscapes such as in Lake Mburo NP, Queen 
Elizabeth NP and Murchison Falls, where birding can be combined with game driving. The 
wetlands in Uganda are often covered with papyrus which hosts some further specialties not 
(easy) to find in other countries. 
 The sites which we visited included (in chronological order) Mabamba Swamp, Kaaku Swamp, 
Lake Mburo NP, Mgahinga NP, Bwindi Impenetrable Forest (at 3 locations: Ruhija, the Neck 
and Buhoma), Queen Elizabeth NP, Kibale NP, Budongo Forest, Murchison Falls NP, Mabira 
Forest and Entebbe Botanical Gardens. Unfortunately, we could not visit Semliki Forest as a day 
before we would travel to this area (28 March) it was reported that the Ugandese army killed 36 
rebels of many more still present and hiding in this national park, which therefore was closed to 
visitors. Despite missing the Semliki specialities (approx. 15 -20 species) the resulting triplist of 
618 bird species (of which 6 heard only) was significantly longer than anticipated. The trip went 
smoothly, the country being very safe for visitors and people always being very friendly.  
Flights and visa: We booked direct KLM flights Amsterdam – Entebbe for € 1025 including the 
taxes (€ 168). Visa can best be obtained upon arrival at Entebbe airport: a cheaper (US$ 30) and 
faster procedure than in your own country. There is no additional airport tax. 
Local guide: Having read several trip reports from internet and spoken with Pieter van der Luit, 
Roy de Haas and Anja Nusse about their experiences, it was clear that cont(r)acting Alfred 
Twino-mujini  (Mobile phone: 256-772-869744; E-mail: birdwatchuganda@yahoo.com and 
website www.traveluganda.co.ug/birding-uganda/ ) was a prerequisite for organizing a 
productive bird trip. His home being at Buhoma, Alfred was originally a specialist for the Bwindi 
area, being associated to several bird trip organizing companies, but has over the past years 
developed himself as the best birdguide for the entire of Uganda. Since recently he mainly 
operates as an independent bird trip organizer.  
For the whole 22-days trip, covering all expenses e.g. full board in moderate accomodation, 
transport by 4WD Toyota landcruiser with driver (Gideon), fuel, entrance fees, boat fares and 
gorilla track, we agreed on a rate of US$ 3900 (€ 2900) per person. Only alcoholic drinks, 
personal expenses and tips were not included. Although the fare seems rather high, this should be 
compared to the fares used by birdtour companies such as Fieldguides (US$ 9175 per person 
anno 2007, even excluding the US$ 375 fare for the gorilla tracking; triplist 520 species). The 
high productivity of our trip was surely due to Alfred’s skills.  He is well-equipped with 
directional microphone, cassette player (for tape playback) and ipod, and has a growing 
collection (450 species) of own recordings. He is unbelievably able to mimic and call out most  



 
With Alfred and Gideon at the ITFC guesthouse, Ruhija 

 
 

 
    The Toyota landcruiser  

 
species by whistling, from Turacos, Long-tailed Cuckoos, Alethes and Francolins to Dwarf 
Kingfisher and Tit Hylia. Alfred was also nice company, and happy to make long birding days. 
Gideon, the driver, was a reliable and flexible driver. The car was maybe the weakest item in the 
whole logistics, but fortunately we experienced only 4 punctures and some minor technical 
problems.  Realise that most roads are unpaved and rather rough. 
Money: At the time of our visit the exchange rate was 2200 Shilling for 1 Euro. We did’nt pay 
directly for meals etc. as we travelled “full board”, the various menu cards at the places where we 



stayed indicated that hot lunches and dinners rated between 3,000 and 10,000 Sh; a beer (Nile or 
Bell’s are the more popular marks) costed approx. 2,000 Sh (0.5 L bottle).  
Timing and weather: Many birders visit Uganda between the end of June and the end of August. 
This is the dry season, making travelling easy but birding tends to be a bit slower then. We 
decided to plan our visit at the end of the short dry season, i.e. the second half of March. We 
generally enjoyed sunny and rather hot days, and only experienced few showers, mainly in 
Bwindi NP (Ruhija and Buhoma), which never disturbed our birding activities, but in stead 
boosted bird activities. Lowest temperatures were at Bwindi (sweater/light coat needed early 
morning and late evening; surely at the Ruhija ITFC guesthouse), highest temperatures were at 
Murchison Falls. 
During our stay dawn was at 5.45 am and dusk at 7.15 pm. 
Health and safety: We used antimalaria pills (Malarone) but encountered only few mosquitoes. 
Tsetse flies were present in Murchison Falls, and sometimes annoying. Uganda is a safe country, 
the people always being very friendly and many speaking English, allowing smooth 
communication. We never felt uncomfortable in any situation. 
References used:  
- Bird book: We used only one field guide, the Field Guide to the Birds of East Africa by Terry 
Stevenson and John Fanshawe, published 2002 by T & A D Poyser / Helm. 
- Trip reports: several trip reports from internet were used for preparation and optimizing the 
itinerary, including: 

July 2002 – by Sam Woods.  
May-June 2004 – Ian Merrill 
July 2004 – by Geoff Dobbs 
July 2005 – by Pieter van der Luit 

Acknowledgements: Pieter van der Luit, Roy de Haas and Anja Nusse are gratefully 
acknowledged for their suggestions and information; and Tara Warner, of the Budongo forest 
research team, for providing her pictures of chimpanzees taken at the Royal Mile, when I forgot 
my camera. 
 
 

Day-by-day account 
 
Friday 16 March      Arrival 
 
After a comfortable, 8 hours KLM flight we arrived at Entebbe Airport by KLM flight KL 561, at 
21.05 h. After customs formalities (buying a visa: US$ 30; takes only few minutes), changing 
some money (€ 300 into Sh 600,000; way too much actually) and collecting our luggage we met 
Alfred and driver Gideon at the exit, and next transferred to the nearby Golf View Inn 
(golfviewinn@utloniline.co.ug, phone 041322439) for a first briefing about the trip to be started. 
 
 Saturday 17 March     Mabamba Swamp, drive to Masaka 
 
After early breakfast, we drove at 6.30 am to the Mabamba wetlands, en route observing the first 
Great Blue Turaco’s, Ross’s Turaco, Eastern Plantain-eaters and African Pied Hornbill . We 
arrived at Mabamba at 8 am, where we were paddled in a canoe through the papyrus swamp 
looking for Shoebill and other goodies. Indeed we found two solitary Shoebills, and the first one 
could be approached and observed at rather close distance. Other highlights during the 2 hours 
canoe trip included Long-toed Plover, Blue-headed Coucal, Blue-breasted Bee-eater, 
Carruther’s Cisticola, Swamp Flycatcher, Weyn’s Weaver, Slender-billed Weaver, and 



Northern Brown-throated Weaver. We also heard a Red-chested Flufftail. A walk along the 
swamp border resulted in finding a.o. Grey-rumped Swallow, Yellowbill , Moustached  
 

 
Shoebill in Mabamba Swamp 

 
Warbler , Green Crombec, Grey-headed Negrofinch and Village Indigobird .  
After lunch we drove to Masaka town, visiting first a marshy area some 25 km north of town (3 -
5 pm), where we recorded a.o. Senegal Plover, Red-headed Lovebird, Levaillant’s Cuckoo, 
Broad-tailed Warbler  and Hartlaub’s Marsh Widowbird . As final activity on this first day we 
visited (5.45 – 6.45 pm) another papyrus swamp just outside Masaka, which could be overlooked 
from a lookout. Here we extended our daylist to 123 species, not at all a bad start. 
Dinner and overnight at Hotel Brovad at Masaka (with Marabous on the roof). 
 
 Sunday 18 March     Kaaku Swamp and Lake Mburo NP 
 
After early breakfast we drove at 7 am to the Kaaku swamp. This swamp was a bit disappointing 
as it has been drying out since 2004, and hardly contained any open water. Here, and in the close 
surroundings we recorded between 8 and 10 am a.o. Openbill Stork, Fulvous Whistling Duck, 
Hottentot Teal, Grey-crowned Crane (numerous), Lesser Jacana, Little Rushbird , Marsh 
Tchagra, Dark-capped Yellow Warbler, and Fan-tailed Widowbird . Here also Spot-necked 
Otters were present and could be scoped.  
 
Next we proceeded to Lake Mburo N.P. where we arrived at 11 am allowing a first game drive 
before we took lunch at the Mantana luxury camp. The vegetation within this NP is reminiscent 
to the miombo woodland of Tanzania and birdlife is a bit likewise. We found a.o. Crested 
Francolin, Black-bellied Bustard, Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl, Emerald-spotted Wood-dove (the 
only spot in Uganda for this species), Brown Parrot , Blue-naped Mousebird, Striped 
Kingfisher , White-winged Black Tit and White-crowned Helmet-shrike. Mammals were also 
in evidence, a.o. Burchell’s Zebra, Warthog, African Buffalo, Topi, Impala, Defassa Waterbuck, 
Bushbuck, Dwarf Mongoose and Hippo. Late afternoon we made a boat trip to find African 
Finfoot along the shore of the vast Lake Mburo, but due to lack of fuel the boat could only bring 



us to nearby sites where apparently no finfoots were present. Hence, we decided to book for 
another boat trip tomorrow. On the way back to the Mantana luxury camp, where we stayed 
overnight, we heard and taped in a first Black-shouldered Nightjar. Hyaena’s were calling at 
night. 
 

 
African Finfoot at Lake Mburo NP 

 
 
Monday 19 March 2007    Lake Mburo NP to Mgahinga 
 
After early breakfast, we took another boat ride (at 8 am) on Lake Mburo and now we found a 
pair of African Finfoot  within 10 minutes, allowing fine views. Hence at 8.30 am we were back 
at land with the purpose to spend most time next to find the two major target species of the park: 
Red-faced Barbet and Long-tailed Cisticola. It took quite some effort but finally, after almost 2 
hours searching (and meanwhile seeing many other species) we found a pair of Red-faced 
Barbets (a really scarce bird whose range is almost restricted to a small area in Southern Uganda 
and Eastern Rwanda) and 4 Long-tailed Cisticola’s.  
Having seen the most important target species we headed late morning for Mgahinga NP, having 
our lunch on the way at the White Horse Inn at Kabale. In the garden of this luxorously inn we 
saw a first White-tailed blue Flycatcher. With some further birding en-route we reached Kisoro 
late afternoon. Dinner and overnight at the Graceland hotel.  
 
Tuesday 20 March      Mgahinga NP 
 
After breakfast, we drove to one of the most scenic protected areas in Uganda: Mgahinga NP 
with its giant vulcanoes. Here we walked the gorge trail that loops half way up to Mount Sabinyo 
through a variety of montane habitats. Within limited time span we found the major specialties: 
Ruwenzori Double Collared Sunbird and Western Green Tinkerbird already near the 
entrance, a pair of Ruwenzori Turaco, as well as Ruwenzori Hill Babbler (split from 
Abyssinian Hill Babbler) and Mountain Yellow Warbler  higher up at the first tall trees, and 
last-but-not-least Lagden’s Bush-shrike (crippling views of this difficult species) at the gorge 
proper. Other birds of interest included Dusky Turtle Dove, Montane Sooty Boubou, White-
starred Robin, Archer’s Robin-Chat, Mountain Illadopsis, Mountain Masked Apalis, 
Cinnamon Bracken Warbler, Red-faced Wood Warbler, Ruwenzori Batis, White-tailed 
Crested Flycatcher, Regal Sunbird, Strange Weaver, Dusky Crimsonwing, and Kandt’s 
Waxbill  (a split from Black-headed Waxbill: note the black bill). 
 



 
The volcanoes of Mgahinga National Park 

 
After lunch at the Graceland hotel we visited a lake aproximately 15 km from Kisoro. Here we 
saw a nice blend of wetland birds but no special things (good views of Spot-necked Otters is 
worthwhile mentioning). Dinner and overnight at Graceland hotel. 
 
Wednesday 21 March      Drive to Ruhija 
 
After breakfast, we drove to Ruhija birding en-route. At the Echuya forest (some 20 km from 
Kisoro, containing vast bamboo stands) we made some walks and saw a.o. Barred Long-tailed 
Cuckoo, Western Green Tinkerbird, Stripe-headed Tit, Archer’s Robin-Chat, White-tailed 
Blue Flycatcher, Mountain Masked Apalis, Ruwenzori Batis, White-browed Crombec, Red-
throated Alethe, Mountain Sooty Boubou, Red-faced Wood Warbler, and Dusky 
Crimsonwing. Further en-route to Ruhija we visited a papyrus swamp where we had splendid 
views of some papyrus specialties: White-winged Warbler, Papyrus Yellow Warbler and 
Papyrus Canary. At 1.45 pm we arrived at the gate of the Impenetrable Forest, and half an hour 
later at Ruhija. Here we stayed in the reputedly basic ITFC (Institute of Tropical Forest 
Conservation) guesthouse. Alfred had appointed a local guy as cook, and actually this 
guesthouse, located at altitude 2340 meter and allowing panoramic views over the surrounding 
forests, was a very nice place to stay: there was a “launch” with open wood fire (quite welcome 
in view of the cool evenings), there was a hot “shower”, and despite the primitive wood stove in 
the “kitchen” the cook was quite able to prepare good meals. In the afternoon/evening (3.30 – 7 
pm) we birded in the bamboo zone and this produced a.o. Black-billed Turaco, Black-throated 
Apalis, Ayres’s Hawk Eagle, Dusky Flycatcher, Montane Oriole and some other goodies. We 
also saw Black-and-white Colubus, L’Hoest and Red-tailed Monkeys. On the drive back to the 
guesthouse we heard and next saw (perched on the road) Ruwenzori Nightjar . Dinner and 
overnight at ITFC guest house. 
 
Thursday 22 March     Mubwindi Swamp 
 
After again an early breakfast, we started the 5 km walk down to the Mubwindi swamp at 7.30 
am. At the beginning birding was slow but lower, approaching the swamp, more and  
more wishlist birds showed up. And after quite some listening and searching we found a  



 

 
Walking down to the Mubwindi Swamp 

 
pair of the local grail bird: African Green Broadbill . Other quality birds seen during the walk, 
which took from 7.30 am till 2.45 pm, included Black-billed Turaco, Narina Trogon, Barred 
Long-tailed Cuckoo, White-headed Wood-hoopoe, Dwarf Honeyguide, Least Honeyguide, 
Fine-banded Woodpecker, Elliot’s Woodpecker, Grey-chested Illadopsis (seen!), Ruwenzori 
Hill Babbler , Archer’s Robin-Chat, Mountain Greenbul, Yellow streaked Greenbul, Red-
faced Woodland Warbler, Mountain Yellow Warbler , Chestnut-throated Apalis, Mountain 
Masked Apalis, Black-throated Apalis, Collared Apalis, Stripe-breasted Tit, Ruwenzori 
Batis, Red-faced Wood Warbler, Evergreen Forest Warbler, Grauer’s Rush Warbler, 
Grauer’s Warbler , White-browed Crombec, White-bellied Crested Flycatcher, Montane 
Sooty Boubou, Waller’s Starling , Blue-headed Sunbird, Regal Sunbird, Strange Weaver, 
Brown-capped Weaver, Kandt’s Waxbill and Grey-headed Negrofinch.  
In the afternoon we made a stroll along the road to Ruhija village and this produced Cassin’s 
Hawk Eagle and Grauer’s Warbler . 
Dinner and overnight at ITFC guest house. 
 
Friday 23 March     Drive to Buhoma via the Neck 
 
Before breakfast we made a last try for Handsome Francolin, which we missed the previous days. 
At 5.30 am we drove up to the upper border of the bamboo zone, and then returned, driving 
slowly. Indeed we thus obtained great views of a pair of Handsome Francolin, quite a relief. 
After breakfast at the ITFC guesthouse we departed for Buhoma, with extensive birding en-route 
at the “Neck” (this is the narrow strip of forest connecting the two vaste (Ruhija area) and 
(Buhoma area) Bwindi forests. Making several stops and walks along the main track was very 
rewarding and smoothly new bird species were added to the growing triplist: all 3 species of 
Long-tailed Cuckoos, Scarce Swift, Blue-throated Roller, Yellow-spotted Barbet, Speckled 



Tinkerbird , Elliot’s Woodpecker, Dusky Tit, Honeyguide Greenbul, Red-tailed Greenbul, 
Green Hylia,  Cassin’s Grey Flycatcher, Dusky Blue Flycatcher, Dusky Crested Flycatcher, 
Chapin’s Flycatcher, Black-and-white Flycatcher, Pink-footed Puffback, Bocage’s and 
Doherty’s Bush Shrike, Petit’s Cuckoo-Shrike, Narrow-tailed Starling  and Grey-headed 
Sunbird.  Stops in the surrounding cultivated areas did not produce the hoped for Dusky 
Twinspot but a Wing-snapping Cisticola gave some compensation. After arrival at Bohuma and 
checking in at the Buhoma community rest camp (BCRC) we made a short walk along the trail 
near the visitor’s center. Here we saw Black Bee-eater, Yellow-billed Barbet, Slender-billed 
Greenbul, Grey-winged Ground Robin and Grey Apalis. 
 
Saturday 24 March     Buhoma: Gorilla trekking 
 
After early morning breakfast, one of us (Rob) made a trek to the Mountain Gorillas. This was 
quite rewarding as after a few hours walk up into the dense forest a family of Gorillas could be 
watched for one hour just a few feet away. In hindsight though, it was  
not really needed to book for this rather expensive (US$ 375) trek, as I would encounter another 
Gorilla family spontaneously the next day (see 25 March). During the trek I encountered a couple 
of interesting birds of which Double-toothed Barbet, Black-faced Rufous Warbler and 
Yellow-eyed Black Flycatcher were new for the trip. Also the dozens of Steppe Buzzards (B. 
buteo vulpinus) migrating north were impressive. At 2.15 pm I was back at Buhoma allowing a 
late afternoon (4.15 – 6.00 pm) birding stroll along the beginning of the main track. Here another 
Black-faced Rufous Warbler was seen well, and further birds included Grey-capped Warbler, 
Black-and-white Flycatcher, Luehder’s Bush Shrike, Green-throated Sunbird, Black-billed 
Weaver and Black- necked Weaver. From the balcony in front of our bungalow we saw a.o. 2 
Cassin’s Spinetails. Fine dinner and good sleep at BCRC. 
 

  
The Silverback (left) and one of the adult females (right) of the gorilla group visited 

 
 Sunday 25 March       Bwindi NP and drive to Ishasha 
 
At night we heard a pair of African Wood Owls. After breakfast, we birded along the Buhoma 
main trail going as far as approx. 4 km (the Yellow-eyed Black Flycatcher defining the turning 
point). This was again a great morning, finding a considerable number of additional wishlist 
birds. Another highlight was the unexpected encounter of a Mountain Gorilla family, fouraging 
near and along the main track some 2 km from the gate. We found (or taped in) the next species: 
Red-chested Owlet, Madagascar Lesser Cuckoo, Bar-tailed Trogon (no less than 6 seen), 



Black Bee-eater, White-headed Woodhoopoe, African Broadbill  (4 in total), Fine-banded 
Woodpecker, Scaly-breasted Illadopsis, Shelley’s Greenbul, Red-tailed Bristlebird, Toro 
Olive Greenbul, Cabanis’s Greenbul, White-bellied Robin-Chat, White-tailed Ant Thrush , 
Equatorial Akalat , Kivu Ground Thrush  (much to our relief as this species was sofar a no-
show), Black-faced Rufous Warbler, Olive-green Camaroptera, Green Hylia, Short-tailed 
Warbler  (heard only), Yellow-eyed Black Flycatcher, Sooty Flycatcher, Dusky Blue 
Flycatcher, Grey-throated Tit-Flycatcher, Chapin’s Flycatcher, Chestnut Wattle-eye, 
White-bellied Crested Flycatcher, Luehder’s and Bocage’s Bush Shrike, Little Green 
Sunbird, Grey-headed Sunbird, and White-breasted Negrofinch. 
Having seen quite some wish birds we decided to leave Buhoma one day earlier than planned, as 
according to the original scheme we would stay for another afternoon in the neighborhood of our 
camp. This was no problem at all for Alfred and he smoothly handled the (re-)arrangements to be 
made. Hence, after lunch at BCRC we drove to the Ishasha plains (nowadays part of the Queen 
Elizabeth NP) arriving there in time (2.30 pm) for a first game/birding drive, which only became 
productive after a one hour shower.  
Birds encountered represented the typical savannah avifauna: White-backed Vulture, Brown 
Snake Eagle, Martial Eagle, Temminck’s Courser, Senegal Plover, African Crake , Black-
bellied Bustard, Grey-headed and Woodland Kingfisher, White-headed Barbet and Rufous-
naped Lark, etc.. Mammals seen were a.o. African Elephant, Cape Hare, Buffalo, Topi, Defassa 
Waterbuck and Uganda Kob. For dinner we went to Ishasha Wilderness Camp, nicely situated 
along the river, and where we were the only guests. The drive back to our own camp, after dusk, 
produced some great looks of Slender-tailed, Square-tailed and Swamp Nightjars perched on 
the track in front of us. 
 
Monday 26 March     Ishasha plains & Queen Elizabeth NP 
 
Early morning we made a game drive through the SW part of the Ishasha plains (7.15 -9.15 am), 
had breakfast at the Ishasha Camp, and drove the very rough and muddy road to Queen Elizabeth 
NP. At Ishasha we recorded the same birds as yesterday afternoon but now also Lappet-faced,  
Hooded, and Rueppell’s Vultures, a Western Banded Snake Eagle, White-tailed Lark , 
Snowy-headed Robin-Chat and Black-chinned Quailfinch. We also had splendid views of an 
African Crake . Looking across a narrow stream we could extend our Congo list with approx. 10 
species including Ross’s Turaco and Blue-cheeked Bee-eater (our first short visit to this 
country was in 1976…). Again we noticed quite some game but did not find any of the famous 
tree-climbing Lions. Having reached Mweya lodge at lunchtime, we decided to take the boat trip 
over the Kasinga channel already that afternoon (3 pm) in stead of tomorrow. The Kasinga 
channel is the broad natural connection between Lake Edward and Lake Albert and reputedly 
containing the highest concentration of hippo’s in Africa. Also birdwise the boat trip was quite 
rewarding with great views of numerous wetland birds and waders incl. Saddle-billed Stork, 
Yellow-billed Stork, Collared Pratincole, White-fronted Plover and African Skimmer . A 
good blend of palearcic waders was present including Black-tailed Godwit, Marsh Sandpiper 
and Ruff . Also a first African Pygmy Kingfisher  was seen. Just before dusk we saw a Leopard 
near the lodge. Dinner and night at Mweya Safari lodge. 
 
 
 



 
African Spoonbill, African Skimmers, Gull-billed and White-winged Terns as observed from the boat. 
 
 

 
Great (White-breasted) Cormorants, Saddle-billed Stork, Yellow-billed Stork and White Pelican. 
 
 



Tuesday 27 March    Queen Elizabeth NP & Imaramagambo Forest 
 
Taking a packed breakfast with us, we went out for a long day, starting with a game drive finding 
a.o. Leopard and Lion. Some birds of interest seen during this drive included Lappet-faced 
Vulture , Palmnut Vulture , Black Coucal, Long-billed Pipit, White-winged Widowbird and 
Wattled Starling. Next we visited, from 11 – 13 h, the Imaramagambo Forest, situated at the 
eastern side of the Kasinga channel. Here we made a productive walk into the forest to a bat cave, 
finding species as Buff-spotted Woodpecker, Brown-chested Alethe, Rufous Thrush, Red-
tailed Ant Thrush, Lesser Grey Greenbul, Chestnut Wattle-eye and Fawn-breasted Waxbill. 
The bat cave itself was also interesting, hosting many Egyptian Fruitbats and a large African 
Rock Python. We also heard a first White-spotted Flufftail , but the bird remained invisible. 
Another interesting bird here was Bedford’s Paradise Flycatcher (Tersiphone bedfordi), a 
Congolese species whose range is currently expanding eastward. A couple of years ago it  
was believed to be a dark phase of Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher, but as the population here 
further increased (we saw at least 5 birds, including a bird on its nest) this idea has been dropped. 
A short visit to the Jacana lodge did not produced the hoped-for Shining-Blue Kingfisher, but 
African Pygmy Kingfisher, Red-capped Robin-Chat, and Snowy headed Robin-Chat gave 
some compensation. 
 

 
Bedford’s Paradise Flycatcher at nest 

 
Returning to the Mweya Safari lodge area we went to the shore of Lake Edward, passing a village 
and having views on a crater lake (with salt production pans). In this area we recorded a.o. Lesser 
Flamingo, Avocet, Isabelline Wheatear and Southern Red Bishop. Dinner and overnight at 
Mweya Safari Lodge. 
 
Wednesday 28 March    Drive to Kibale NP 
 
As yesterday the message came in (by Alfred’s mobile phone) that he area of Semliki Forest was 
closed for visitors due to rebels’ activity there (indeed today’s newspaper confirmed that the 



Ugandese army had killed 36 rebels while many more were still hiding in Semliki NP) we had to 
change our itinerary for the coming days: unfortunately Semliki Forest, with its hornbills and 
other localized goodies had to be skipped, and we decided to divide the one-and-half day 
unexpected extra time over the remaining sites of our scheme, with one night extra at Murchison 
Falls.  
After breakfast at Mweya lodge we left for Kibale NP with a lunch stop (1-2 pm) at Fort Portal 
(and where we finally could take in some diesel: another increasing problem in this area appears 
to be the lack of fuel). We reached Kibale at 2 pm where we made a walk in one of the more 
northern forests. As it was afternoon, and hot, bird activity was very limited, yet we found 
Masked Apalis, saw both Dusky (2) and Olive Long-tailed Cuckoo, Blue-throated Roller, 
White-tailed Blue Flycatcher, White-browed Crombec, Luehder’s Bush Shrike, Bocage’s 
Bush Shrike, Grey Cuckoo-Shrike, Petit’s Cuckoo-Shrike, Purple-headed Starling, Blue-
throated Brown Sunbird and recorded here our only Tiny Sunbirds of the trip.  
At 6 pm we checked in at the Chimpanzee Forest Guesthouse, well located within a nice garden 
and with distant views on the Ruwenzori mountains at the left, and Kibale forest at the right. 
Here we saw a good blend of sunbirds in the garden including 2 females Superb Sunbird.  
 
Thursday 29 March     Kibale NP 
 
After breakfast we went to the visitor centre (where the chimpanzee trackings start) to get a 
permit to enter the forest with a local guide. At 8 am we drove by car to a track into the forest to a 
spot reputedly good for Green-breasted Pitta. Despite spending two hours walking slowly and 
quietly over the local trails we did not find any pitta (July – September appears to be a better time 
for this species) but were awarded with good views of first a female Chimpanzee, high in a 
fruiting tree, and later a small family group of these primates. Of course we found other good 
birds including White-spotted Flufftail  (splendid views!), Afeb Pigeon, Grey Parrot, Hairy-
breasted Barbet, Narina Trogon,  Brown-eared Woodpecker, Speckle-breasted 
Woodpecker, Mountain Wagtail , Brown Illadopsis, Western Nicator, White-throated 
Greenbul,  Grey-winged Robin-Chat, Red-tailed Ant Thrush, Green Hylia, African Shrike-
Flycatcher, Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher, Velvet-mantled Drongo, Western Black-
headed Oriole, Red-headed Malimbe, Black-bellied Seed-cracker, and Red-headed Bluebill. 
In all, this has been a very productive forest walk. In the afternoon we visited a small marsh 
where we had prolonged and very good views of a Shining-Blue Kingfisher. Dinner and 
overnight at the Chimpanzee Forest Guesthouse.  
  
Friday 30 March     Kibale NP and drive to Budongo 
 
After breakfast, we departed for Budongo, making a few major stops. A first stop, still in the 
Kibale forest produced a.o. Many-coloured Bush-Shrike. At a roadside papyrus  
swamp we successfully taped in a pair of Papyrus Gonolek. A next stop produced a pair  
of White-shouldered Tits. We made a lunch stop at Hoima and next proceeded for  
Budongo, where we did some first birding (4 -6 pm) along the road near the visitor centre (where 
one has to buy the entrance tickets for the Royal Mile). Here we encountered again some 
Chimpanzees. Birdwise this first walk at Budongo was also rewarding: we found the first local 
specialties: White-thighed Hornbill, Chocolate-backed Kingfisher, African Dwarf 
Kingfisher , Chestnut-capped Flycatcher, Uganda Wood Warbler, Brown-crowned 
Eremomela and Yellow-crested Woodpecker. Dinner and overnight in the very basic (no light, 
no water, basic food, warm beer) guesthouse of the Nyabyeya Forestry College. Here we heard 
White-crested Turaco (and Tree Hyrax).  
 



 
Papyrus Gonolek 

 
 
Saturday 31 March      Budongo: the Royal Mile 
 
 Early up again, quick and simple breakfast at 6.30 am, to reach the entrance gate of the Royal 
Mile at 7.15 am. The Royal Mile is a 1.6 km long and straight track through excellent primary 
forest. We birded here by foot from 7 am till 1 pm, and again from 3.15 – 7 pm. Early morning 
was of course the most productive period. Again we saw the same specialties as yesterday 
afternoon but could add the following trip ticks: Pale-breasted Illadopsis, Spotted Greenbul, 
Fire-crested Alethe, Forest Robin, Black-capped Apalis (heard only), Yellow-browed 
Camaroptera, Grey Longbill , Forest Flycatcher,  
Jameson’s Wattle-eye, and Crested Malimbe. We heard both Buff-spotted Flufftail  and 
Nahan’s Francolin but failed to lure these birds by playback taping and therefore they remained 
heard-only’s, today. Over the forest both Cassin’s Spinetail and Sabine’s Spinetail were  
 

 
Chimps on the Royal Mile, Budongo Forest (photo by Tara Warner) 

 
actively hunting insects. A Madagascar Lesser Cuckoo came well into view. There were also 
many primates in the forest including Chimps (a family group pasing the Royal Mile), Grey-
checked Mangabey, Olive Baboon, Vervet Monkey, Red Colobus, and Black and white Colobus. 



Also the many spectacular butterflies, forming large flocks perched along the track, are 
worthwhile mentioning. 
In the late afternoon we again visited the Royal Mile. The first encounter we had was with again 
a Chimpanzee family crossing the track. I had forgotten my camera but fortunately Tara Warner, 
a volunteer scientist at Budongo passed and made a few shots (see the picture). From here we 
walked back to the guesthouse (2.5 km), crossing some agricultural fields. In these fields we saw 
a.o. Heuglin’s Francolin, Ross’s Turaco, Grey Parrot, Moustached Warbler, Black Bishop, 
Bar-breasted Firefinch and Brown Twinspot. 
Dinner and overnight at the Nyabyeya Forest College guest house, where again there was no 
water in the tap/shower and food was rather simple. 
 
Sunday 1 April      Drive to Murchison Falls NP 
 
Before breakfast we made a short walk near the guesthouse, seeing a.o. Black Goshawk, Grey 
Parrot , Rosss Turaco and Dusky Long-tailed Cuckoo. After breakfast, we proceeded slowly to 
the Budongo visitor center, making multiple roadside stops and walks. This resulted in finding a 
couple of still missing localized specialties: Lemon-bellied Crombec and Ituri Batis . Also 
splendid views of Superb Sunbird (displaying pair), African Dwarf Kingfisher and Cassin’s 
Spinetail were memorable. Then we proceeded to Murchison Falls NP, with a major stop at the 
Butiaba Escarpment, about midway between Budongo and Murchison Falls National Park. Here 
one enjoys spectacular views over the Albertine Rift containing the huge Lake Albert and with 
the Congo in the back. A 1 hour walk through this dry and hot environment produced the local 
specialties: Foxy Cisticola, Violaceous Pigeon, Chestnut-crowned Sparrow-Weaver and 
Cabanis’s Bunting. Also Cliffchat  was present. We reached the Red Chilli rest camp in 
Murchison Falls NP in time for lunch despite having another puncture. At the Red Chilli rest 
camp a pair of Red-winged Warblers and quite some Spotted Morning Thrushes was present. 
Late afternoon we drove to some villages just outside the reserve in search of Bruce’s Green 
Pigeon. Indeed, after quite some searching we found this species. Another highlight was a pair of 
Abyssinian Ground Hornbill . The drive back to Red Chilli rest camp was during dusk and dark, 
and this allowed us to look for nightjars. We found a spectacular male Standard-winged 
Nightjar , as well as some Long-tailed, Slender-tailed and Square-tailed Nightjars. Dinner and 
overnight at the Red Chilli rest camp, a very nice place to stay. 
 
Monday 2 April     Murchison Falls NP 
 
Provided with a packed breakfast we went out for a full day birding/game driving at the northern 
side of the Victoria Nile. We took the first ferry (7 am), and drove slowly, with many stops to the 
“Delta area”, where the Victoria Nile flows into Lake Albert, and where a vast papyrus swamp is 
present. The savannah was literally covered by Abdim’s  
Storks (rough estimate: 1000+). We found a good variety of birds, a.o. Grasshopper Buzzard, 
Harlequin Quail , Stanley’s (Denham’s) Bustard, Lesser Kestrel, Black-billed Wood Dove,  
Pied (Jacobin) Cuckoo, African Pygmy Kingfisher , Red-throated Bee-eater, Black 
Scimitarbill , Abyssinian Ground Hornbill , Black-billed Barbet, Silverbird , Gambaga 
Flycatcher, Compact Weaver, Shelley’s Chestnut Sparrow, and Speckle-fronted Weaver. Of 
the 14 mammal species seen Rothschildt’s Giraffe, Oribi, Jackson’s Hartebeest (Kongoni), and 
Patas Monkey were new for the trip. 
Along Lake Albert and at the Victoria Nile Delta numerous birds (and mammals) were present on 
the still green shores including a variety of heron/egret species, Saddle-billed Stork, Pink-backed 
Pelican,  White-faced Whistling-Duck, Long-toed Plover, Black-headed Plover, Caspian Plover, 
and paleartic wader species. We also saw a Black-headed Wagtail (Motacilla feldegg) here, as 
well as African Quailfinch .  



 

 
Abdim’s Storks 

 

 
Uganda Cob at Murchison Falls NP 

 
We took lunch at the luxury Paraa lodge, with views over the Victoria Nile, and realized that the 
Red Chilli rest camp was actually a nicer and more intimate place to stay. As it was hot again 
today we decided to leave the lodge only at 3 pm. During this second drive over the savanna we 



encountered the same variety of birds as in the morning but could still add a few species, such as 
Foxy Cisticola and Pygmy Sunbird. 
We took the last regular ferry over the Nile (6 pm) to return to our rest camp. At night some 
hippo’s came to fourage in the camp. 
 
Tuesday 3 April    Murchison Falls NP & Kaniyo Pabidi 
 
After breakfast we wanted to leave for Kaniyo Pabidi, the nearby forest reserve famous for the 
occurrence of Puvell’s lladopsis. However, the car turned out to have a flat tyre. Normally this 
would not have been a problem, but the first spare wheel was already punctured yesterday while 
the second spare wheel could not be detached from the bottom of the car… Fortunately Alfred 
agreed with my suggestion to hire the rest camp’s manager’s car, saving time and allowing 
Gideon meantime to have the two wheels be repaired. A bit delayed we arrived at 9 am at Kaniyo 
Pabidi. The local guide took us to several sites where he had recently seen the Illadopsis as well 
as Rufous-sided Broadbill, the other local specialty. It took only 5 minutes for Alfred to whistle 
in a male Puvell’s Illadopsis (completing our list of 6 possible Illadopsis species). The broadbill 
took longer, due to the fact that this species is silent in this time of year. After more than 1 hour 
slowly walking the trails a Rufous-sided Broadbill finally reacted on the tape, playing the rather 
similar sound of African Broadbill. Other interesting species seen here included Yellow 
Longbill , Lemon Dove (brief views) and Yellow Longbill . On the way back a family group of 
Crested Guineafowl crossed the road. 
After lunch at Red Chilli rest camp we took the boat ride (2 -4 pm) to the falls, having very good 
views of game (including elephants and numerous hippo’s) and birds (herons, egrets, waders) 
along the river shore. A flock of at least 1000 Abdim’s Storks rested along the river. Also many 
crocodiles were present here. It was also here that we saw the only White-crested Turaco’s and 
Senegal Thicknees of the trip. Near the waterfalls we left the boat to take the trail leading to 
above the falls, hoping to find a.o. Pel’s Fishing Owl. We could not find any owl however, but 
had great views of Rock Pratincoles on the small rocky islands.  
At the falls we waited for dusk, hoping that the bats would fly out, normally resting in holes in 
the nearby rocks. Neither the bats showed up, nor the Bat Hawk hunting after them.  
Night drives are restricted in Murchison Falls NP but our drive back after dusk allowed us to 
view nightjars, perched on the road. We saw dozens but could only identify part. We saw at least 
4 species: Pennant-winged Nightjar (2), Long-tailed Nightjar  (3), Slender-tailed Nightjar (5) 
and Plain Nightjar (2). Also we saw 2 Grayish Eagle-Owls. Dinner and overnight at Red 
Chilly. 
 
Wednesday 4 April     Drive to Mabira forest 
 
With packed breakfasts we started at 7 am the long drive to Mabira forest, east of Kampala. We 
made several stops, including 2 prolonged walks in the dry woodlands south of Masindi. Here we 
encountered a.o. Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle, Lizard Buzzard,  White-headed Barbet, 
Eurasian Hoopoe, Grey(-headed) Woodpecker, Brown Babbler, and Yellow-breasted Apalis 
(the 9th Apalis species of the trip). We arrived early in the Mabira forest area allowing a first walk 
(4.45 – 6 pm) over one of the trails in the forest, and saw a.o. Afeb Pigeon, Yellow-browed 
Camaroptera, Purple-throated Cuckoo-Shrike, Grey-headed Sunbird, Red-headed 
Malimbe, large flocks of Weyn’s Weaver, and last-but-not-least 3 Tit-Hylia’s !. We also heard a 
Nahan’s Francolin but we could not lay an eye on it despite being attracted to very close 
distance by tape playback. 
Dinner and overnight at hotel Triangle in Jinja, where we had a room with nice views over Lake 
Victoria. 
 



Thursday 5 April     Mabira forest 
 
After early breakfast (6 am), we drove to Mabira forest where we walked different trails between 
7 and 12 am. We once more had prolonged, splendid views of a White-spotted Flufftail . Other 
birds we saw that morning included Black-billed Turaco, African Cuckoo (noting the 
differences with Eurasian Cuckoo, seen more often), Blue-breasted Kingfisher, Blue-throated 
Roller, Forest Hoopoe, Speckled Tinkerbird, Yellow-throated Tinkerbird , Green-tailed 
Bristlebird , Red-tailed Bristlebird, Toro Olive Greenbul, Fire-crested Alethe, Rufous 
Flycatcher Thrush, Forest Robin, Grey and Yellow Longbills, Dusky Blue Flycatcher, Sooty 
Boubou, Black-crowned Waxbill and Black-bellied Seedcracker. After lunch in a nearby 
small and simple restaurant we walked (14.30 -16.00 h) a different trail which starts at the visitor 
center. Bird activity was limited and we saw and heard relatively few birds, including African 
Pygmy Kingfisher, Hairy-breasted Barbet, Thick-billed Honeyguide, and Scaly-breasted 
Illadopsis. Last-but-not-least after prolonged attempts we finally more or less saw on two 
different locations Blue-headed Crested Flycatcher, a rather tough skulker.  
Dinner and overnight at hotel Triangle, where we again enjoyed the balcony views seeing many 
Openbill Storks, Sacred Ibises, Little Egrets, Darters and other lakeside birds flying bye. We 
also saw Straw-coloured Fruit bats here, fouraging in palm trees. 
 
Friday 6 April   Mabira forest, Entebbe botanical gardens, return flight 
 
After another 6 am breakfast, we once more went to Mabira Forest where we birded along again 
another trail from 7.17 – 10.45 am. This trail was really rewarding. A Nahan’s Francolin was 
calling, and finally, after some stragetic taping and hiding, a pair walked into view! Another lifer, 
not yet seen during the trip, was Yellow-mantled Weaver (a pair). In addition to these new birds 
we again enjoyed good views of goodies like (and to finish off this day-by-day account a more 
comprehensive list is given here) Grey Parrot, Dusky Long-tailed Cuckoo, Sabine’s Spinetail, 
Forest Hoopoe, African Pied Hornbill , Yellow-spotted Barbet, Yellow-crested Woodpecker, 
Honeyguide Greenbul, Toro Olive Greenbul, Western Nicator, Green-tailed Greenbul, 
Fire-crested and Brown-chested Alethes,  Forest Robin, Rufous Flycatcher-Thrush, Yellow-
browed Camaroptera, Green Crombec, Chestnut Wattle-eye, Blue-headed Crested 
Flycatcher, Purple-throated Cuckoo-Shrike, Western Black-headed Oriole, Splendid 
Starling, Green Sunbird, Vieillot’s Black Weaver, Weyn’s Weaver, Green-backed 
Twinspot, and White-bellied Negrofinch. In other words: if we would have started our Uganda 
trip here, we would have ticked 20+ lifers here within 3 hours or so! 
Between noon and 1.30 pm we visited Lutembe Bay (near Entebbe), where we finally got 
satisfying views of perched Red-headed Lovebirds. Skoping the papyrus marsh and the open 
water here produced a good blend of water- and wader birds including Shoebill, Glossy Ibis and 
most other common ibises, herons and storks, as well as paleartic species like Ruff , Wood 
Sandpiper, White-winged Tern, Whiskered Tern, etc. 
 
After a late lunch at the Golfview Inn (where we also spent the first night) we birded the 
afternoon in Entebbe Botanical Gardens. Here in the (Victoria) lake-side vegetation a mixed 
weaver colony was present and here we saw Orange, Slender-billed, Northern Brown-
throated, Yellow-backed, Jackson’s Golden-backed, Village and Vieillot’s Black Weavers. 
In addition we saw African Emerald Cuckoo (actually during this trip we saw and heard record 
numbers of this species; Klaas’s and Diedric’s Cuckoo’s were equally in evidence), Yellow-
throated Greenbul, Snowy-headed Robin-Chat, Scarlet-chested Sunbird and Green-headed 
Sunbird. Even we heard a last White-spotted Flufftail  in this birdy place. Finally, it was time to 
leave and at 6.30 we arrived at Entebbe airport and said goodbye to Alfred and Gideon. Our 
KLM flight departed at 10 pm, half an hour ahead of schedule.  



 

 
Orange Weaver at Entebbe Botanical Garden 

 
 
 

 
Bird list 
 
In total 618 species recorded, of which 6 heard-only’s (indicated H) 
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